
AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WAS HELD ON THE 11TH DAY 
OF OCTOBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED NINETY-NINE IN THE 
COURTROOM OF THE OLD COURTHOUSE AT 4:06 P.M. 
 
IN RE:  ROLL CALL 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Present 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Present 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Present 
   James H. Burrell   Absent (arrived at 4:27 p.m.) 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Present 
 
IN RE:  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mr. Lipscomb made a motion for an executive session for consultation and briefings by legal counsel, 
consultants, or staff members pertaining to actual or probable litigation or other legal matters requiring 
the provision of legal advice by counsel pursuant to §2.1-344(a)(7) of the Code of Virginia and to discuss 
a personnel matter pursuant to §2.1-344(a)(1) of the Code of Virginia.   
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Absent 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
The Board returned from executive session at 5:54 p.m.  Mr. Lipscomb gave the certification:  Whereas, 
the New Kent County Board of Supervisors has convened an executive meeting on this date pursuant to 
an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and Whereas, Section 2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the 
board that such executive meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; Now, therefore, be it 
resolved that the Board hereby certifies that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public 
business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirement by Virginia law were discussed in 
executive meeting to which this certification resolution applies and (ii) only such public business matters 
as were identified in the motion convening the executive meeting were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Board. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
 
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WAS HELD ON THE 11TH DAY 
OF OCTOBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED NINETY-NINE IN THE 
BOARDROOM OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AT 6:01 P.M. 
 
IN RE:  ROLL CALL 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Present 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Present 



   Rebecca M. Ringley   Present 
   James H. Burrell   Present 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Present 
 
 
IN RE:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mr. Burrell gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
IN RE:  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. Emerson reviewed the Consent Agenda, which consisted of:  Approval of minutes from the 
September 13, 1999 regular monthly meeting; Declaration of Local Emergency regarding hurricane 
Floyd, Resolution  R-32-99 recognizing John Wesley Townsend’s achievement of Eagle Scout, 
Resolution R-33-99 requesting VDOT to designate the intersection of State Routes 249 and 665 as “Davis 
Crossroads”; a refund of $75.00 to James F. Holen for duplicate payment for a Land Disturbing Permit; 
Appropriations for:  additional funds for the well construction at Kenwood Farms - $50,000.00 from 
Revenue to Expenditures, funding received from the Compensation Board for equipment and office 
expenses for the Sheriff’s Department - $10,458.00 from Revenue to Expenditures, funding for the 
purchase of the Forms Printer - $38,611.00 from Revenue to Expenditures, Additional federal funds for a 
new grant the Schools have received to lower the pupil/teacher ratio at the Primary School, as well as 
changes in final grant awards - $51,030.00 from Revenue to Expenditures; Finance Report listing 
monthly expenditures for September 1999 of $1,699,099.62; and Treasurer’s Report listing total cash as 
of September 30, 1999 of $7,876,985.49.  Mr. Hennaman requested on page one, as it relates to the 
executive session, the roll to indicate Mr. Hennaman arrived at 5:30 p.m.  Mr. Bahr asked that the 
telephone company be referred to as Bell Atlantic not C&P.  Mr. Bahr also questioned the ordinance 
change for definition of country store, which Mr. Emerson said would be changed during the code 
codification that is taking place.  Mr. Lipscomb made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with 
changes. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
FOR RESOLUTION R-32-99 AS ADOPTED, SEE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ORDER BOOK, APPENDIX SIX, PAGE 
231. 
FOR RESOLUTION R-33-99 AS ADOPTED, SEE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ORDER BOOK, APPENDIX SIX, PAGE 
232. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  CITIZEN’S COMMENT PERIOD 
 
The first citizen to speak was Mr. Ronald Lang.  Mr. Lang stated a citizen’s group has been formed in 
Eltham because of the poor service they get.  Mr. Lang presented the group’s concerns regarding Virginia 
Power issues.  The group will be presenting a list of grievances to the supervisors.  The next person to 
speak was Mr. Wilbur Fletcher.  Mr. Fletcher was concerned about trees over the top of the power lines.  
The next person to speak was Ms. Krista Woodruff.  Ms. Woodruff asked the Board to work in 
partnership with the Eltham residents, the Sheriff’s Department, Virginia Power, and VDOT to achieve 



the goal of having a safe and well-maintained community.  She shared her concerns over the lack of 
sidewalks in Eltham and Route 33 issues pertaining to speed limit, road striping, and no center turn lane.  
She also voiced her concerns about the power outages.  The last person to speak was Mr. Ray Davis.  Mr. 
Davis was concerned about the power outages in the Eltham area and Virginia Power’s policies.  Mr. 
Bahr stated the presentation from Virginia Power on the agenda was for a different subject, but the Board 
has asked someone from Virginia Power to address the problems in the county – they were unable to 
bring anyone with them tonight. 
 
 
IN RE:  ELECTED OFFICIAL’S REPORTS 
 
Mr. Crump, the Commissioner of Revenue, reported he will be providing a list of the new businesses that 
have applied for business licenses in the county on a monthly basis.  He sent a letter to the Board 
concerning allowing the Treasurer and the Commissioner of Revenue to work together to try to make 
refunds for any erroneous assessments or payments.  Mr. Bahr confirmed that the change Mr. Crump 
requested would require a public hearing.  
 
Sheriff Howard reported Detective Mark Thatcher was awarded the Deputy of the Year award for the 
State of Virginia.  Also, for the fourth year in a row the New Kent Sheriff’s Department has won first 
place in the State Law Enforcement Challenge (that Highway Safety Program the Chiefs of Police and 
Sheriffs compete in) in Highway Safety Program for occupant restraint. Corporal Lee Bailey heads up this 
program for the department.  He also agreed with Ms. Woodruff the traffic situation in Eltham needs to be 
addressed.  Mr. Burrell suggested staff draft a resolution recognizing Mark Thatcher for his achievement 
as Deputy of the Year.   
 
Mr. Ellyson, Treasurer, thanked the Board for the new forms printer.  The car tax reduction is 47.5 
percent.  His preliminary figure for this is $624,000, which the county is supposed to get back from the 
state. 
 
Mr. Lipscomb said he has been questioned about legal fees, regarding how much they are and what they 
could do to save on this expense.  He asked if any of the other members had been asked these questions.  
Mr. Burrell responded yes and at the end of the last budget session they had discussed looking at an 
attorney on a retainer verses having a full-time County Attorney and secretary.  Previous board members 
felt it would be a cost-savings to the county to have a firm on retainer.  Since that time there has been a lot 
of talk about this and he felt it should be looked at again to see if there would be a cost savings to have a 
full time attorney to serve the county and the school board.  Mr. Lipscomb said that during hurricane 
Floyd Mr. David Joslin, owner of Virginia Tree Harvesters, called to offer assistance in clearing the 
county roads.  Mr. Joslin and two of his employees cleared many of the county roads of trees.  Mr. 
Lipscomb asked that staff draw up a resolution thanking Mr. Joslin for his assistance.  Mr. Lipscomb 
shared a handout from Mr. George Tate on Continental Road with the rest of the Board.  He also asked 
the Board to consider when reassessment comes around they save four cents for schools capital 
improvements.  This would give the schools enough money to do their site work, plans and engineering 
by the time the referendum passes.  It would be a “pay before you go” plan.  He asked the citizens for 
their input on this idea. 
 
Ms. Ringley clarified that water systems were paid for by the users through user fees.  As the county’s 
representative on the Hanover Health Advisory Board she wanted to recognize the attendance of the two 
New Kent County representatives to these meetings:  Mr. Will Wallace and Mrs. Barbara Moss.  The 
Young Eagles event was a success at the airport.  She asked if the sound quality of the televised board 
meetings had been addressed (with Cox Cable).  Mr. Emerson said Mr. Kevin Hornsby of Cox Cable had 
been contacted and had responded that the county’s tape was fine, the county’s system is fine, Cox’s 



equipment that plays the tape back into the cable system has two audio settings – mono and stereo – and it 
usually resets automatically after a power outage.  Cox will be more diligent about making sure the 
correct setting is used.  Ms. Ringley also asked the Board members for their input into the VACo 
legislative platform and finance committee.   
 
Mr. Burrell said the Board had had representatives from Virginia Power here previously to address the 
power issues in the county and (for the Eltham residents) he and his fellow Board members will turn up 
the heat on them.  He will be attending the Central Virginia Waste Management Authority board of 
directors meeting this Friday.  In response to a telephone call from Mr. David Pitts of Company Two, he 
shared a listing of the prizes Company Two has won in entering several area parades with their fire 
apparatus.  He also hoped there would be another Volunteer Appreciation night next year. 
 
Mr. Hennaman commended the citizen volunteers for their work and efforts during hurricane Floyd.  He 
suggested Mr. Bahr may want to hold a community meeting regarding the Virginia Power issues in 
Eltham.  Mr. Hennaman asked the Board to consider adopting Resolution R-34-99 recognizing the 
contributions of a certain citizen, which he handed out.  After discussion Mr. Hennaman made a motion 
that Resolution R-34-99 be adopted. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
FOR RESOLUTION R-34-99 AS ADOPTED, SEE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ORDER BOOK, APPENDIX SIX, PAGE 
233. 
 
Mr. Bahr spoke about the Greater Lanexa Studio Tour.  He also hoped the Virginia Power representatives 
would take the citizens comments back to their complaint department. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  STAFF REPORTS 
 
Mr. Gallaher reported on hurricane Floyd, which started affecting the county September 16.  Preparations 
were begun on September 15 in the EOC room.  A Declaration of Local Emergency was prepared and 
signed by Mr. Burrell, as Director of Emergency Services on September 16.  FEMA has included the 
county in the presidential declaration of disaster from the public assistance sector.  Mr. Gallaher reviewed 
the power outages and damages from the hurricane. 
 
Mr. Emerson said that Mr. Hiram Johnson with Virginia Power was completing a report on hurricane 
Floyd and the power outages that occurred.  He may be available to speak at the November 1 meeting. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  RESIDENT ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Bob Riley, Resident Engineer, gave a summary of work performed by VDOT during the month of 
September 1999.  He asked the Board to set and advertise for the Six Year Plan public hearing, which will 
have to be in December to meet advertising requirements.  The Board members shared their concerns 
with Mr. Riley. 



 
 
IN RE: PRESENTATION – Mr. Kent Hill from Virginia Power will give a power point 

presentation developed for the Economic Development of New Kent County. 
 
Mr. Kent Hill gave the power point presentation Virginia Power had developed for New Kent County to 
use in their economic development efforts. 
 
Mr. Bill Pantele, Chairman of the Richmond Industrial Development Authority, spoke briefly on the 
necessity and desire of localities to share their concerns and solutions. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATION – Mr. Alan Files and Mr. Don Currey will report on the County Fair. 
 
Mr. Don Currey, the current president of the Ruritans, stated that if it hadn’t been for the financial 
assistance from the county then the rides and amusements would not have been possible at this years 
county fair.  Mr. Alan Files, co-chairman of the fair project, stated the ruritans direct about $6,500 back to 
the community annually.  This year they did not make a profit from the fair and the projected loss was 
$400.  They asked the Board to consider a permanent site for the fair and county participation in the fair 
other than loaning or giving money, they would like the county to be involved possibly through the new 
Parks & Recreation Department.  They do not want to lose money doing the fair and asked the Board 
consider county sponsorship in some amount.  Mr. Currey presented the Board with a check for $7,400.00 
for repayment of the amount the county loaned the Ruritans this year.  Mr. Hennaman made a motion to 
forgive $1,400.00 of the $7,400.00 loaned to the Ruritans so the Ruritans could realize a $1,000.00 profit 
from the fair this year.  The Board was in favor of a permanent site for the fair and the cooperation 
between the Parks & Recreation Department and Extension Office to share the project responsibilities.  
Regarding a subsidy for the fair, the Board felt they should wait until future needs are assessed. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Nay 
 
 
 
IN RE: PRESENTATION – Y2K Status Report by Mr. Jonathan Stanger, Manager of 

Information Systems. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Stanger reported the Y2K Committee was doing as much as possible to minimize any 
problems the county may have due to the year 2000.  They have or are obtaining Y2K status documents 
for equipment in use.  All the systems have been ranked to determine which are the most critical.  They 
have developed a turnover plan to minimize the effect of any undetected problems.  Mr. Gallaher is 
working with the Fire and Rescue departments and they haven’t received responses from many of their 
vendors. 
 
 



IN RE: PRESENTATION – Mr. Roger Hart with R. Stuart Royer & Associates, the county’s 
consulting engineers, will report on the needed repairs to the terminal building at the 
airport. 

 
Mr. Roger Hart gave the Board a brief overview on the bids taken for the terminal building.  Grand Metro 
Builders was the low bidder at $66,100, which is approximately $16,000 more than R. Stuart Royer’s 
estimate.  Mr. Garland Hastings found six items that were added to the bid package after the bid estimate 
was done in April.  These items concern the siding, regrading, rain gutters and rain conductors, existing 
walls and repair rooms, new sliding glass windows (to replace existing rotted windows), and a three foot 
steel door to storage area.  After negotiations with Grand Metro the projected cost is now $65,300 plus 
alternatives for extended electrical work/HVAC work, vinyl cleaning, new carpets, ceiling tiles and 
awning over entrance into the airport.  They recommend revised award B with revised base bid with 
alternates A & C, which would total $68,600.  They also suggest the Board set up a 10 percent 
contingency fund for this project because when you rehab an area you don’t know what could happen.  
Regarding the hangars, he has been directed to prepare a cost estimate on renovating the hangars.  The 
hangars do not meet code and it would be very expensive to repair them.  The Board discussed their 
concerns over the quality of the construction.  Mr. Lipscomb made a motion to award the project to Grand 
Metro Builders and appropriate the additional $24,000.00 out of the capital fund to this budget. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
 
 
IN RE: PRESENTATION – Ms. Haxall Ward, 911 Service Manager for Bell Atlantic, will report 

on the status of the 911 system. 
 
Sheriff Howard told the Board they had been working with Bell Atlantic to resolve the issue of repeated 
power outages of the 911 system.  He detailed the problems they had been having.  Ms. Ward and Mr. 
Bill Finnegan (Manager of Outside Facilities Organization) responded to the Sheriff’s concerns.  Ms. 
Ward said Bell Atlantic has responded to the Sheriff’s concerns.  She said the problem was in the 
telephone system, not the 911 system and the power problems (outages and surges) caused difficulties.  
The Christmas outage problem was due to a design flaw, an error in the cable splicing, caused the 
inability for the telephone network to deliver the calls from 911 switching center in Richmond to the 
courthouse.  This has been redesigned.  A power surge on August 15 burned up a significant portion of 
their equipment.  This problem was addressed and corrected except for some undetected damage that was 
found two weeks later during a power outage.  A new generator has been installed.  They are still working 
on this situation, but hope to have it done in the next ten days.  The Board questioned Ms. Ward and Mr. 
Finnegan on the reliability of the system now that they have redesigned it, etc.   
 
 
IN RE: APPOINTMENTS – The Board will continue to make appointments to various 

committees. 
 
Mr. Hennaman made a motion to appoint Mr. Hayden VanDyke as District Four’s representative to the 
Youth Service Commission for a one year term ending June 30, 2000. 
 



Mr. Hennaman made a motion to appoint Ms. Jane Raynes as District Four’s representative to the Youth 
Service Commission to complete a four year term ending June 30, 2001. 
 
Mr. Lipscomb made a motion to confirm these appointments. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
 
IN RE:  MEETING SCHEDULE  
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors will be held Monday, November 1, 1999 at 6:00 p.m.  
The Planning Commission will meet on Monday, October 18, 1999 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
IN RE:  AJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Hennaman made a motion to adjourn. 
 
   Mark A. Hennaman   Aye 
   Julian T. Lipscomb   Aye 
   Rebecca M. Ringley   Aye 
   James H. Burrell   Aye 
   Frederick G. Bahr   Aye 
 
The Board adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 


